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H.R. 3662, THE U.S. HOLOCAUST
ASSETS COMMISSION ACT OF 1998

HON. MAX SANDLIN
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 18, 1998

Mr. SANDLIN. Mr. Speaker, few events in
the course of human history have affected the
human psyche as profoundly as the attempted
extermination of the Jewish race by the Nazi
regime in World War II. This dark period in our
past serves as a reminder of what must never
again come to pass. However, lingering ques-
tions regarding the disposition of holocaust
victims’ assets and the role of neutral coun-
tries in the theft of these assets have pre-
cluded our conclusively closing the door on
this chapter in history. The bill we have before
us today, H.R. 3662, the U.S. Holocaust As-
sets Commission Act of 1998 gives us this op-
portunity.

In the House Banking and Finance Commit-
tee, we have held four hearings of this sub-
ject, beginning in December of 1996. In the
past two years, several European nations and
other nations scattered around the globe have
created commissions to investigate their own
role in the theft of holocaust victim’s assets.
The investigations have broadened past indi-
vidual bank accounts to include such assets
as artwork and insurance claims. It is time for
the United States to do the same and examine
the actions of the U.S. Federal Government
with regard to holocaust victims’ assets that
flowed into America after Hitler seized power
in Germany.

The June 2, 1998, preliminary report by the
Administration’s task force and Under Sec-
retary of State Stuart Eizenstat, represents a
significant level of commitment by the U.S.
Federal Government and an important step in
the process. The report also provides an
alarming amount of compelling evidence re-
garding cooperation with the Nazis by neutral
countries. These countries accepted large
shipments of gold and other assets plundered
from Holocaust victims and exchanged criti-
cally needed war materials. It is imperative
that we continue to study this issue and de-
velop a deeper understanding of the cir-
cumstances and consequences of these
events.

H.R. 3662 is a good, bipartisan bill that will
help America explore many of these same
issues as they may have occurred on our own
soil. By December 31, 1999, the President
and Congress should receive a report from the
commission and will have the information nec-
essary to bring justice and closure to ques-
tions of the disposition of holocaust victims’
assets in America. It is what we, as a nation,
must do. I urge all my colleagues to support
his bill.

CARMINE J. SPINELLI—40 YEARS
OF FEDERAL CIVIL SERVICE

HON. RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN
OF NEW JERSEY

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 18, 1998

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Speaker, today
I rise to pay tribute to Mr. Carmine Spinelli of
Whitehouse Station, New Jersey. After forty
years of Federal civilian service at the United
States Army Tank-Automotive and Armaments
Command, Armament Research, Development
and Engineering Center at Picatinny Arsenal,
New Jersey, Carmine will officially retire on
July 3, 1998. This evening, June 24, 1998, Mr.
Spinelli is being honored for his many years of
dedicated service.

Carmine is a native of New Jersey originally
from Raritan, a wonderful municipality in Som-
erset County, and a graduate from Purdue
University with a Bachelor of Science Degree
in Metallurgical Engineering. He began his civil
service career in June 1958 as a Mechanical
Engineer in the Feltman Research and Engi-
neering Laboratory, Picatinny Arsenal. For
more than thirty years he worked and pro-
gressed from a Design Engineer to a Division
Chief in the Fire Support Armaments Center in
1985. In this capacity, he was responsible for
the management and execution of Life Cycle
Engineering.

In June 1990, he was promoted to the Sen-
ior Executive Services (equivalent to Brigadier
General in the United States Army) and was
appointed as the Deputy Director of the Fire
Support Armaments. In this position for many
years, he managed an organization of more
than 1,000 scientists and engineers involved
in research, development and engineering of a
variety of armaments including, artillery, mor-
tars, mines, demolitions, precision munitions
and related fire control systems for the entire
United States Army. Mr. Spinelli was ap-
pointed to the position of Technical Director at
the United States Army Armament Research,
Development and Engineering Center (an SES
rank equivalent to a Major General in the
United States Army) in April 1995. Not only
was Mr. Spinelli responsible for all technical
operations, he managed an annual operating
budget of 600 million dollars and a technical
staff of over 2,000 scientists and engineers
with approximately 2,000 support personnel.

I would be hard pressed to list all of
Carmine’s accomplishments and special cita-
tions here today. But, I must highlight the fact
that Carmine has been instrumental in the
many successes Picatinny Arsenal has
achieved. In 1995, Picatinny Arsenal received
the Quality Improvement Prototype; Co-win-
ner, Army R&D Organization of the Year. In
1996, Picatinny Arsenal was awarded the Best
Medium Size Installation; R&D Center of Ex-
cellence; Commander in Chief Award for In-
stallation Excellence; Presidential Award for
Quality; Quality Partner Award from Quality
New Jersey and in 1997 the R&D Center of
Excellence. As you know, these awards are

the most prestigious and coveted in the mili-
tary. In fact, they are often referred to as the
Triple Crown of military achievements. Person-
ally, Carmine has received the Army’s highest
civilian award, he Decoration for Exceptional
Civilian Service Award, 1990.

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you join me, our col-
leagues, Carmine’s family and friends and his
colleagues at Picatinny Arsenal in recognizing
Carmine Spinelli’s many outstanding and in-
valuable contributions to New Jersey and to
our nation. His dedication and service can
only be described as above and beyond the
call of duty. His work has kept our young men
and women in our military safe and well
equipped wherever they serve, whether at
home or abroad. For his lifetime of work, we
are deeply grateful.
f

REMEMBERING DONALD E.
KIDWELL, SR.

HON. THOMAS M. DAVIS
OF VIRGINIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 18, 1998
Mr. DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, it is with

deep sadness that I rise today to announce
the passing of Donald E. Kidwell Sr. His con-
tributions to Prince William County will be long
remembered. Don died unexpectedly of car-
diac arrest at Mary Washington Hospital in
Fredericksburg. He was only 54. It is hard for
me to believe that such a dedicated citizen is
gone.

In addition to being born in Northern Vir-
ginia, he lived in and served the area for his
entire life. He attended the University of Vir-
ginia from 1961 to 1963 and then graduated
from George Mason University in 1970 with a
Bachelor of Arts in history. Don made his liv-
ing as president of Kidwell Title and Abstract
Co, although his penchant for local politics led
him to serve two four-year terms on the Prince
William County Board of Supervisors.

Don, an Arlington native, represented the
Woodbridge District on the board from 1980 to
1988. In 1991, he retired from local politics fol-
lowing an unsuccessful campaign against
Democrat Kathleen Seefeldt in the race for the
first-ever chairman of the board. However, he
never lost touch with the political scene. He
had a true love for Prince William County and
its politics. Don always lived life to the fullest
and his unfailing jovial manners remained with
him till the end.

Even when his title office opened on Satur-
days to make time for overflow work, Don al-
ways made time for community service activi-
ties. He could be found at any number of civic
callings including as a negotiator on Prince
William County’s behalf with the Woodbridge
District, Manassas, and Manassas Park and
as former chairman of the Potomac-
Rappahanock Transportation District. In addi-
tion, he sat on the board of the Prince William
County Symphony, and he was the president
of the Boys’ and Girls’ Club of Prince William
County.
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Donald is survived by his wife Jacqueline as

well as five children, two brothers and two sis-
ters.

Mr. Speaker, I know that my colleagues and
the citizens of Prince William County join me
in mourning Donald’s passing. His presence in
the community will be missed, but his many
accomplishments and good deeds will be
fondly remembered.
f

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. HAROLD E. FORD, JR.
OF TENNESSEE

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 18, 1998

Mr. FORD. Mr. Speaker, on Tuesday, June
16, 1998, I was unavoidably detained on offi-
cial business and missed the following rollcall
votes: No. 232 and No. 233. Had I been
present, I would have voted ‘‘aye’’ on rollcall
No. 232 and ‘‘aye’’ on rollcall No. 233.

Mr. Speaker, on Wednesday, June 17,
1998, I was unavoidably detained at the White
House and missed rollcall vote No. 234. Had
I been present, I would have voted ‘‘nay’’ on
rollcall No. 234.
f

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

HON. RON PACKARD
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 18, 1998

Mr. PACKARD. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
reiterate my allegiance and pride in our nation,
its flag and the words we speak to express
these beliefs. Recently in my home district, a
high school student refused to stand and say
the words, ‘‘I Pledge Allegiance to the Flag, of
the United States of America, . . . ’’ While I
have been disappointed to learn of the stu-
dents refusal, perhaps it can serve as a re-
minder of just why we say the pledge.

The words we call ‘‘The Pledge of Alle-
giance’’ were first written on paper in 1892 by
Francis Bellamy, a Baptist minister. Bellamy
was also a chairman of a committee of state
superintendents of education in the National
Education Association. Part of his job descrip-
tion was to prepare the program for the public
schools’ quadricentennial celebration for Co-
lumbus Day in 1892. Bellamy structured this
public school program around a flag raising
ceremony and a flag statute, now known as
‘‘The Pledge of Allegiance.’’

Mr. Bellamy also jotted down a journal of
what he was thinking while be formulated our
nation’s words of Allegiance. It reads, ‘‘The
true reason for allegiance to the Flag is the
‘republic for which it stands’ . . . And what
does that vast thing, the Republic mean? It is
the concise political word for the Nation—the
One Nation which the Civil War was fought to
prove. To make the One Nation idea clear, we
must specify that it is indivisible, as Webster
and Lincoln used to repeat in their great
speeches.’’

Mr. Speaker, as you know, everyday this
Congress meets, someone in the U.S. House
of Representatives gives a prayer and recites
‘‘The Pledge of Allegiance.’’ I personally see
this as a symbol of respect and pride in our
country, and I am thankful each day that I can
serve our nation.

IN HONOR OF A VALUED
VETERAN, JUEL MARIFJEREN

HON. WILLIAM O. LIPINSKI
OF ILLINOIS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 18, 1998

Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay my respects to the memory of Juel
Marifjeren who passed away on Wednesday
May 20, 1998. The life of Juel Marifjeren was
taken prematurely as he was preparing to go
home from a day of work. I would like to take
this time to extend my condolences to the
family and friends of Juel Marifjeren, espe-
cially his wife, Kathleen and two children, Eliz-
abeth and Steven.

Juel Marifjeren was a loving husband, father
and respected employee of the United States
Army from 1967 to 1969. Juel Marijeren dedi-
cated his life to serving others, and his fellow
veterans. He will be sorely missed by all who
have come in contact with Juel.

It is a privilege for me to rise today to honor
a fine man, husband, father and veteran. May
he rest in peace, and may the Lord grant
peace and comfort to the family and friends of
Juel Marifjeren.
f

THE OFFICIAL LAUNCH OF
EASTBAY WORKS AT THE OAK-
LAND PRIVATE INDUSTRY COUN-
CIL’S OAKLAND CAREER CENTER

HON. BARBARA LEE
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 18, 1998

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, it gives me great
pleasure to rise today to congratulate the Oak-
land Private Industry Council as it celebrates
the official launch of EASTBAY Works, a one-
stop career and human resources center. A
total of seventeen one-stop centers will oper-
ate throughout the East Bay and the Oakland
Private Industry Council is proud to have an
EASTBAY Works site located at their Oakland
Career Center.

EASTBAY Works is the direct result of a
collaborative effort among organizations which
recognized the need for coordinated, com-
prehensive services from the work force devel-
opment community. Its purpose is to advance
the economic well-being of the region by de-
veloping and maintaining a skilled workforce.
This will be accomplished through a customer-
focused collaboration of employment, training,
economic development and educational part-
ners working together to meet the needs of
employers, job seekers and workers.

EASTBAY Works will serve a wide range of
individuals, such as, career changers, welfare
recipients looking to enter the workplace,
down-sized middle managers, under-employed
workers, recent graduates, youth and more. It
will offer a broad range of free services and
resources, including: a career resource room,
with telephones, faxes, and computers; job
listings; job search skills training; information
about and referral to job training programs;
labor market information and on-line access to
the state of California’s Employment Develop-
ment Department.

Employers will also receive services through
EASTBAY Works. These employers will be

matched with an employer representative who
will provide services including; job posting ca-
pability in the career center and through the
Internet, recruiting assistance with access to a
large diverse pool of job applicants, labor mar-
ket data and information about tax credits, hir-
ing incentives and business permits.

EASTBAY Works is an exciting and innova-
tive endeavor which will serve as a model for
career centers across the entire nation.
f

FASTENER QUALITY ACT
AMENDMENTS

SPEECH OF

HON. J. DENNIS HASTERT
OF ILLINOIS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 16, 1998

Mr. HASTERT. Mr. Speaker, I rise in sup-
port of H.R. 3824, the Fastener Quality Act
Amendments. I would like to commend the
work of the Science Committee, Chairman
SENSENBRENNER and Mr. BROWN; as well as
the efforts of Chairwoman MORELLA and Mr.
BARCIA of the Technology Subcommittee.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 3824 is important and ur-
gently needed legislation. As my colleagues
know, the Fastener Quality Act was enacted
eight years ago when there was considerable
concern about defective and counterfeit fas-
teners, mostly manufactured in foreign coun-
tries, which were found in military equipment,
bridges, and airplanes.

However, much has changed over the past
eight years, especially in terms of the tech-
nology now employed by the fastener industry
to guarantee quality. This bill accomplishes
two important goals. First, it eliminates the un-
necessary and duplicative regulatory burden
on fasteners produced to the standards and
specifications of aviation manufacturers which
are already regulated by the FAA. And, sec-
ondly, this Act delays implementation of the
Final Rule for the Fastener Quality Act issued
on April 14, 1998 and due to be implemented
on July 26, 1998.

During this delay, the Secretary of Com-
merce will undertake and review the Fastener
Quality Act in light of the new advances in
technology made by the fastener industry and
determine what changes are needed, if any, to
assure consumer safety on the one hand and
prevent unnecessary and outdated regulation
on the other.

Mr. Speaker, the simple fact is that in many
ways the industry has moved beyond the Fas-
tener Quality Act passed eight years ago.
Since 1990, enormous strides have been
made by both the manufacturers of fasteners
and their customers in the way they insure the
quality and safety of their products. For exam-
ple, although the Fastener Quality Act origi-
nally envisioned an end-of-the-line lot testing
procedures, the fastener industry’s quality as-
surance systems have evolved substantially
beyond this to testing throughout the manufac-
turing process. Even NIST concedes that this
method is far superior to lot testing.

Although NIST attempted to accommodate
these new procedures in their Final Rule, I am
concerned that they were not able to go far
enough. The Final Rule does not fully accom-
modate the new advances in quality de-
manded by major users of fasteners such as
the auto industry. Because of this, if the Final
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